When the Congress was returned at the head of
the polls in the elections of 1937, the people of the
States experienced a natural feeling of strength. Some
of the Indian Princes and their Dewans were anxious
to make friends with the Congress and come into line
with the British Provinces as regards constitutional
reforms.
Take the Rajkot case which is in point. Sardar
Vallabhbhai did not intervene of himself. The State
authorities themselves sought his assistance in solving
the differences between the State and its people.
Accredited representatives of the State, including Sir
Patrick Cadell, the ex-civilian Dewan of Rajkot, met
him tto help it out of the difficulty. Sardar Vallabh-
bhai went to Rajkot and settled the dispute between
the State and its people.
Then the Political Department of the Government
of India came on the scene. The State was reclaimed
to strict obedience. It is a sorry tale. The terms that
were settled between the Sardar and the State were
broken. Gandhiji went on a fast to preserve its in-
tegrity. Lord Linlithgow intervened to save his life.
The Political Department was too powerful even for
the Viceroy. Their policy was laid down by Lord
Canning eighty years ago. The Indian Princes were
to be powerful instruments of India's subjection to
Britain. The Indian Princes were told to have nothing
to do with Congress leaders. Tenacious of their dynas-
tic rule, which has survived a thousand years of
changing paramountcy, they rallied against the Con-
gress under -the directions of the Political Department
The achievements of Mr. Gibson in this direction re-
main unstudied by Prof. Coupland; or if he did study
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